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Helping at a hospital   

 

Every year many people in Britain finish school and they take a year off before they start work or go 
to university. Some of them go to other countries and work as volunteers. Volunteers give their time 
to help people –for example, they work in schools or hospitals, or they help with conservation. 
         

Mike Coleman is 19 and lives in Canterbury in England. He wants to become a teacher, but now he’s 
living in Namibia. He’s working in a hospital near Katima Mulilo. He says,’ I’m working with the 
doctors and nurses here to help sick people. I’m not a doctor but I can do a lot of things to help – for 
example, I help to carry people who can’t walk. Sometimes I go to villages in the mobile hospital, too. 
There aren’t many doctors here so they need help from people like me. I don’t get any money – but 
that’s OK, I’m not here for the money.  
 

I’m staying here for two months and I’m living in a small house with five other volunteers. The work is 
hard and the days are long but I’m enjoying my life here. I’m learning a lot about life in southern 
Africa- and about myself! when I finish the two months’ work, I want to travel in and around Namibia 
for three weeks – for example, I want to see the animals in the Okavango Delta in Botswana. 
                                                                                                                                                                       

I. Comprehension:   
 

1- Are these statements True or False? Justify your answer from the text:                                       4PTS 
a- Mike is living in England. ……………………....…………………………………………………………........................…...... 
b- Mike wants to be a doctor.................................................................................................................... 

c- Mike is unhappy because he doesn’t get any money........................................................................... 

.................................................................................................................................................................. 

d- Mike is living in a house with five other volunteers. ............................................................................ 

.................................................................................................................................................................. 

2- Answer the following questions  :                                                                                                           4PTS 

a- What do most people in Britain do when they finish school? 
........................................................................................................................................................ 

b- Why does Mike like what he is doing?  
........................................................................................................................................................ 

c- How old is Mike?  
........................................................................................................................................................ 

d- What does Mike want to see when he travels to Namibia ? 
....................................................................................................................................................... 

 

 



II. LANGUAGE :  

A- Fill in the gaps with words from the list  :                                                                                              3PTS        
 

 - glasses      -suncream         -medicine           -beef                  -fast food                 -tasty 
 

a- I have a terrible headache. I think I need ___________. 
b- Short-sighted people can’t see well. They wear ___________.  
c- In order to avoid sunburn we must use ____________.  
d- __________ is a kind of meat.  
e- All teenagers adore ___________ .  
f- Chefs at the new restaurant make __________ meals.  
 

B - Complete the sentences with can or can’t   :                                                                                 2.5 PTS 
 

a- Tim is a fast runner. He _________ run 100 meters in 11 seconds.  
b- Speak up a bit! I _________ hear you very well.  
c- ________ you please help me washing the car?  
d- Jessica _________ speak French and also Italian. 
e- We __________ sleep. You are making too much noise.  
 

C - Complete the sentences with must or mustn’t:                                                                             2.5 PTS 
 

a- I’m fat. The doctor says I ___________ eat too many sweets and potatoes.  
b- You ___________ play with the knife! You’ll cut yourself.  
c- People ___________ smoke in non-smoking areas.  
d- All children under the age of 16 ___________go to the school. It is the law.  
e- I ____________ pay the telephone bill next week.  
 

III. Writing:                                                                                                                                            4PTS 

Write a leaflet about things people can, can’t, must and mustn’t do when they are in the beach. 
Respect the instructions. (Don’t go beyond 9 lines). 

 Give your leaflet a title.  

 Say what people can and can’t do in the beach.  

 Say what people must and must not do in the beach. 
 

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................. 


